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Georgia’s path to independence: how it was achieved, what impact it had on society, and

whether it brought the country closer to European values.

The history of Georgia is a centuries-long struggle for freedom and independence. At the end
of the 20th century, the political independence gained by Georgia brought the country to face new
challenges and opportunities. In this letter, I will introduce to my European peers the path of Georgia’s
independence, its political and social consequences, and I will evaluate whether gaining independence

freed the Georgian society mentally and whether it brought the country closer to European values.

Georgia took the first significant step toward independence in 1918, when the National Council
of the country declared an independent democratic republic. However, in 1921, the Soviet occupation
abolished this achievement. After the Second World War, in 1953, an underground youth organization
called “Gorgasliani” was founded, which became the basis of Georgia’s national-liberation movement.
This was followed by a long and difficult road of national movement, the arrest of leaders, the fight for
the Georgian language in 1978, and the tragedy of 9 April 1989. As it’s usually said, “a fight always has
meaning,” and this long struggle also had positive consequences. On 28 October 1990, the first
multiparty democratic elections were held in Georgia, where the union “Mrgvali Magida-Tavisufali
Sakartvelo” won. On 14 November, 1990, the first session of the newly elected Supreme Council was
held, where the leader of the national liberation movement, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, was elected as the
chairman of the Supreme Council. At this session, the name “Georgian SSR” was abolished and the
country was called the Republic of Georgia; the national anthem and country flag were approved. On
31 March 1991, a referendum was held in the Republic of Georgia with a single question: “Do you agree
with the restoration of Georgia’s state independence based on the Act of 26 May 1918?”—98% of the
eligible population gave a positive answer to the referendum question. As a result, on 9 April 1991, the

Act of Independence was adopted and Georgia became an independent country.

Gaining independence was accompanied by social and economic crisis, civil war, ethnic
conflicts and territorial losses, which were caused by the open interference of the Russian Federation
in the internal affairs of the country—both politically and militarily. Russia tried to hinder as much as

possible the development of Georgia as an independent country.



After the Rose Revolution of 2003, the country plunged into the path of Western development,
reforms began and the process of rapprochement with the European Union started (in 2023 Georgia
received the status of a candidate for EU membership, which points to its Western orientation). The
society was freed from Soviet thinking, there was a significant growth in media coverage, and critical

thinking started to form among the youth.

After gaining independence, freedom of speech increased in Georgian social thinking, although
authoritarian approaches, ethnonationalism and low levels of tolerance still remain. The influence of

the Orthodox Church is high in society, which sometimes contradicts European democratic values.

Freedom and independence are two inseparable concepts. A country’s progress depends not
only on its political direction, but also on how much the society is able to overcome the fears of the

past and become equal and self-critical.

We, the new generation, are trying to do everything so that we can be more independent and

free, more connected to Europe, and equal to every other independent country.



